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Patricill !'i;i1'qrrl"returns to the fas;t lane with
'smashj a major recording with dark undertones
BY Howm RErcH I t ibunc lriri!

exactly t$-o minutes before

shostime, Pah icir Barber

rvldsks into the Green Mill

Jazz Club, says a quick hello to

the gnys on the burristantl.

sffetches tilejoints it her

hands, places her iPad iusitle the grantl piatro, rloodle-<

onthe keybord lor a minute. tosses offa couple of

vmal sales ard plunges inro her set.

No small talk. No schmoozingup lhe crou"d. No

announcing songtitles or ilusiciiuts'nmes or iifi]- -

thing - except music.

You dorit getitre sense that Barber necessl'ily

warts to be here - r,rntil the set heats up and sht,

sounds as ifshe doesn't s'ant to be anls:here e1se.

{ alwals have tie same i-eeLing:borri it: i ltar.- t:

before I do it," sals Balber. a Chicagcan rvho wili be

doing l lot of "it" in coming months, fbr on Trresday

she releases her first rnajor-label recording in five

yeus. "Smash" (Concord Juz). She'il soon be traveling

the world to promote the albunr' kicking off the tour

with a special eng.rgement Friday and Saturday nights

at the Green Mill, u'here she's t-rpically in residence

Monda,v evenings.

The album, a brilliant collecdon oforiginal songs.

all dispatched with Barber's t-rurousiy voluptuous voice

irnd steeped in her atmospheric insfumental settings,

muks a major step fcrnvud lor one of the most signifi-

.irntjazz [trsts tD come out ofihicago in the past rwo

decades or ntore. Tircse songs, often ambiguous in

meaningbut extremeh' seductii'e ilr tone, cnsta.llize

the high crott of Bar'ber's uritingwhile irspiringun-

ortho,3or m'mgements illd oiien s'izardl-v solo pia-

risrtr.
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they crcile'"
- DePaul UniversitY
irotructor.Lisd Buscdrn

And yet: Dont videoSdtre.'
have some responsibility to n<

contribute to an dlreddy violel

olrure?
The orher light, at the ent

of lw umpteenth gmrc o[

"Battleheld 1943," m aianDir'
statistic flashed rcross my'F
rcren: ln t}te four years or s,
that I had been playing

"Battlefield 1943," I hcd kill.l
4.1,291 people. I had bomtrrl
them and hit them with Jeel
mn over them rvith turks.
mowed thenr down fion
plmes rud plowed into thcn
q'ith bo3ts. Brtt prirurily I
shot tiem. Intri$ted b-Ydrrf
stntistic. I popped irr or olJ
"Cnll ofDutv" gann' that I
once played afervtimes a _
q'ek: Over nlml' hoqrs ot
play, I hadkilled:t,oot pec.
ple.

To rccap: I hrd killed
rnostlv shot widl u ssault
ritlc - 04,299 digital soldier,

And how did I feel about
tnsa

Notsociopatlic. Con-
flicted.

I killcd, r'irnraliy. so ofttrr
thet the grous of pain trom
digital soldiers becane the
white noise ofcotlputer rva
ud often went unnoticed. rl

ditl the re{lexive, Boune-lik
wav I reloaded a sPent riile
Diri this desensitize me.1en
me less emphadc, more Pro:
to agression-.) After patticr:

Tuesday's release of Patr ic ia Bart ter 's "Smash' (Concord Jazz) wi l l  be t ler f i rs i  malor- label recording in f ive vears

Chicago singer-sonp1Mriter- p ianist

P/ease t,r,n tiflge 6
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AB€L URIBEARIBUNE PHOTOS

Whlle wrl t inS the songs for 'smashl Patr ic ia Barber endurecl  a painful  per iod when several  people close to ie r  died, wh r le busrness lssues also c reated cor r f l  rct

Barber: A reluctant star
ContinLted frcn Pagol

Yet, oil lhis night, Rrrbr pll1,s brrt rnt'
tune froni  Stn:r 'h . lur i rU h( j  , ' le lr i r lF
set. tellingthe crcud neith.'r its titlc'nor
the lbrthcoming rnajor ruleast' it ,r:nres
fi'om.

Like Cletrr  t iorr l . i  i r r  c l . 's" ical  ntusr(
Buber, who s in ,:onstilnt delidlld i n
clubs, conccrt halls and festivdls arotlnd
the plmet, still seems ambivalent irborrt
everything sun,runding thc rn ol nursic
(except, ofcourse, fo.tile uusic ilseif).
Perlbming. rour ir)9.  f rortx, t i r  r( .  r le lol  r : l I  -

irg - they ill sedr lilc (lisn'rcii,)ils thli
happen to be rcquired to reach a pubiic
that rcutinely places Buber's albun$ high
d L v t i  u i r J & 2 ,  r I d '  5 .

Cetting on sta$e, sfl\s Brrher'. is lile
getting into a Bat$,om:rn snit, pulling on
clothes that ue very riglrt.

"And once I'm in'cm. dlcc I\l thde,
once I start, itgets e.sio ancl ersirl: I cm
start to chat. sotnetiirres, explail rvho tht'
musicims ue, a littlebit about the musrc,
40 ninutes in.

"Then I'vc lost e[ough of the newes,"
Whatever hepidation Barber feels

when she tvpicullv sits helirre ntr :trklicrrr.
however, will be heighteuetl drrulaticalh
hecause oi_Sntrsh, rn alhrrrrr  rhat c:u r i<s
u umistakable note of sotrow. 'Ihough it
includes afew lighthe.rtedtules, as most
Barber albtuts do, the dt ker pieces come
fi on a rery autob iograPhica I i.lace.

ln the title song, "Snush," Buber takes
the meruue of cleep personal loss. in
''Screan." she chronicles a host oftotr
bles, some ofu'hich many oftrs will erpe-
rience srcner or later In "lliissing," shr"

somehow traces, in extraordinarill'srtc-
cinct verses, mm1'sesro e.f longilgr

Lest my of this sotutd self-indulgent. be

ssured tlat these songs. verus in the
making reflect a painiri recent period in
Baber's life. hence the cenh'al enlotior
drrt  tutdcr l ies Ihe albu' :  rrrel-utci 'o i . .

"Yeah,-1 wouldhave toagree rritlt that."
*r's Brber "I hate to Lrdrnitthat r 1ot ol
times. ... I di.in't*'rite it (tile albuDl) ibr
that reoon.

"It started $ a sJllabi(' so!1g seri!'s.'
a.lds Ra$er rleuiingslrt'soulr'ht to chal-
ienge herselfl:r'trr.itg t(l pen hTics tirlt
uv.l pmicular nunbers ois'rllabler per

nrrn. r prolessor ofmusic altl the hunran
ities irt the Lhrivcrsitl oiClicrgo. 'She's

hatl ,r lot oftinre to Lirill vtr-v tle.-ph rlorvn.

' 'Siu l jst  r  lot  of le.Tlc iD i  \  ! ,n short

|crioei of rimc. Shr'chrnqcri nmragt-
ncnts r  coupL oft i rncs-. . .

"Thertis tremendotrs i[tinrrcv betu'een
rhe nusic irncl the wolds,':rtlds Fclcitrln,
who bel ievr 's t l r r t  Buh.r ' r rxv i"  

" inging 
in

u4rat Feklmau calls "thc space oflifc."
'"tl'hrt's rt nrarkable is tirf,t "Smash" ws

recoaded. lbr Barber tirmorrslvhas spent
nrrily chrpters ofhcr t-arctj walking ru'av
lionr nr:rjor recorrl Jerls. rrrior tours,
maior mything.

When VeneT/Polygrar, ouncJ her in
the mid-lggos, for istance. she said "no
tharks," instead recording for a Chicago
inclie, Prcmonition. that operated out ofis
olqrer's kitchen. The albuur that resulted.
"Modem c@l," race,l up the Rillboud
md Gavil charts in the strrrDrler of '98,

eventually leadiug to Barbcr's ri ork with
whi, t  wis thr 'n mo\t  presr i6iuu., l rhel  in

iazz, Blue Note.
But llarber's rehtiorlship with Blue

Noti: eided aftcr thc :t)08 releiso of"'fhc
Col{,' Po*er Mia," thc labelgoingtlrrough
orvrrership chuges, urti Brucc Lrtndvall,
ber longti[re churpiorl. st.]i)f irlg,ioM) as
president. Thirt, plus thc nti!erlcnti.t1eJ
adversities irr hcr lifc, lcd Buberto once
again sh1 arvay liom a nrajor-label,leai for
the past st'veral verr's.

'I 
idst waltcd to step back lrrrn t]te fast

lant'." sa1 s Brl bor,.rho |lso tlecreastd the
tenrFo olher iiturrrlioDal lortrirlg, I
rhu,.rght r  rr i l r l l  sor,  ufsl"r  J" .  rr  ,  l  i i .
r t r j r"  orrr  \ l icduun pr, ' , ' . ,  - r  t l rc orq. l t ic
gflr,leN)F,.ln(l s!virtmitl!.

- l c r n a l r v a r .  l i t .  o u i h e  l u ' .  t l  l , t r ! . . .  I
kind ofrvurtc.l to .lo lervct c.rucr'fis. mif;e

nort'iirteLestittg tlusir. i irrtrl -so nnr.'h
lrusic I g iuterl tcr inr csi it:. ltruucaircrli"
ud oii('rwise. ... I pourrrl rtl sc'lf rtrtc.
(sh:r i -r ing) l ia lq.611) f iJ i l ,  I  c: i f : .  I  pr ic-
ricecl likc *:ur"'

\bu cai  heuitrrnthc r ibl i r !  rral  ( , i l
L l L i :  ( ! c r r r r ) { . r r  t i : .  e r . ' r .  t :  : 1 .  L .  ' i  . r 1
righlhuJ lires so t'erurihrll. ,.drlirtc.i
rncl lier hamronies so cotrilrr: rir,rt slrr
* o r r l . l 1 . . . , r ' i i r  r r r l  r , . ' : r l r r ,  ' r  n -  t r  i r .
didr't sins', note

Ilven:rs shc sought ra, (li,!l lLoii i) f,!'f
r i  n . , .  h  , . 1 , .  ,  , . , .  n .  .  . ,  ' i  r  i  ,

Berber regu ar ly per{orms at the Greer
i l , l l |  la iz C uh or1 Monciay nights.

'Ihe ber;t of Patricia
Barberb recordings:
' S m a s h "  

L \ ' J r ] (  ) , d  J a 1 1 , 2 0 - j , .  l r  l e l l  g e n i

songvJr i t ing .  Sensu. r r rs  v laca ls .  cun l l t l lF

"Th€ Col€ port€r Mit" (Blre Note Re-

.on ls ,  2006) .  Two sop i l  j s t i ca ted  songv / r i t -

e rs :  Por te r  t ind  Bafber .

"Mytho log ies"  (B lL re  Note  Records ,

2Oo6) .  Barber 's  bo ldes t  v /o rk  3  Schr r -

be f tL ln  song cyc le

"Live: A Fortnight in France" (Blue Note

Re!ords ,  2 i - -04) ,  ln t i r l l a le  re . ld r l lg ' ,  oT

: i i i da fc is  ; rn l j  o f rg l ia l5
'Verse"  

i  B l !e  l lo te  'F fe i l ' )n i t ro r  Re i  Drds .

1 . 0 _  o . r , . . e r  .  i , . - e  r i r . - .  , i . 1 .  - . . r  r i , ,  .

b  lL is :om: .

"N igh tc lub"  (B lu , "  l . l c ie rPfen i  : 'n r i r . r r l

R , . .o .Cs .  iCa,Ct .  whrsDef l r , j  L ! r i c  :n l  i . l

r ) : t . : ru r i r i t l  l r  ; re i ing .
' ' M o d e r n  C o o t " , o  r _  1 r _  r . ; -  r  '

1 . , , ; , 1 : .  .  ' ' ' . ' r " " ,  1 ' , .

- - ,'r.rirJZl q'Ciail

"I never thought I would
be more fhtu a Chicrrgo
nurslcicn. ... I clicln't hlrlw
you hsd to fly all over the
world"
^ Pctncrit liurbrr

nv ancl torce oi he 1unisil, ard lLru h.rv.'
an lrrtisi of uuusrriil.:iuurui ricrtivt iurr'-

' ' ' fhere rrc I ' r  ol"r l  l r  j r r ' t  , r  hrur. l t t ' l  ut
people that havc nrastcrccl that srrrrbiosrs
as well as she has." silys rlotd cl.ssicrl
sopriuo Winitreti Flir Brorvn, u'ith
whom ftatber took n lrssou last nrtth to
make sure she rvru ir snoug vocrl shape
for the rigors of the corning totu'.

- I t h i n \ P d r ; ( i i t I r  F ( r t , [ < J .  I  I r .
sounds she makes rvith her roice rre
insmnrentdl. in thrt thr'\'.'inhe (hot| )
mt ' lodic an, l  1.r t t ,s. i r  r .  *  hic lr  i r  . i  r r

interesting ancl vcw lrttch u ert.'risiort.rl'
rcal langpr;rgc.'

But ne:it corDes thar fough put - rour-
i r r 5 i g a i r ) . ; c n i n S l ' *  1 . ' , r r  r b "  t : r s r  l : n r

Hovr is tla'ber'. p.crltirps llir' orrst .L'luc-
tst star in jazz todari li:riing aborri th;rt?

"Excitc-d. turrious u.l .leprcssecl," she
sa$-'1y'y'hen I lool, it lry dogs. X{ilthi.
rnv house - I!e' :rlt':l s fblt that rv'll
about lc-*ing eventhirg tr.'hirrd tbr ttr.'
rigors ofthe roa.l.

"I'\.1'f,hvav-q $erled to l>r' a iuusiciur,I
rememher. but Itlill't redize as a ki.l that

1ou had to tmrcl so ntuch. Arcl I no,er
thonglrt I rvoulcl be mort' tlian a Chic;rglo
rrusiciur-.,. i tli.ltr'r krLrn-\otr hitrl til {h'

rll over the wctld."
lhrilou musr. it rar hLrp.'io hegin ttr

satish iur e:;purclinggllobrl iLrJitri:i'.
I  h.+r-h st i l l  in h. .  s ' . ,  b ,r \"r  r  (  u .

! , l  a e r i r v n \ ( . n r  1 , t r i . . r i  . . 1 1 1 . . . n , r  1 1 ; \ .
risuel ternrs.

_l tlill: rvhe[ I fu.rire sliiilr :ian'ioi
rcrireirtent tlecision. I ihiril: r r.ruLi orlel
i . - . .  L  l , ' n r ( h i n l :  L  .  r r l J . r , ' r l .  1 . . . .  t
enjoj,,lereloi.irtgl the ltusic "

Alcl rrhrt .tboLri tlt.'e..rsr:ri r.-lsi'.r r
rrn.l reie;s,r .rii:rcins rn l1ii.ri1.,.!



Barber: A relulctant star
atdrxrc '  /  r t , r1 '  Png6 I

i i r .ur ih ir  ntht,  Lrr 'bei  i r l r \shrr l  1 ' , r ' .
i rur! '  i lonl  l i rufsh- r fur i t t l r t . r , r i . : r i ; \q

r .  , . l l i , , l , l ' ,  .  , r ,  . , 1  ' . 1 1 1 1 r  i 1  ,  1 1 .  , 1 '
thc lorthcrrtriig rrajr)r' iJ,.'.L,r rf ."riles
h orr.

I  ike Glrnr i  l i , r ! l ! i  i r . l r ! . ; ! , r l  i l r  r . i i ,
l } rbcr,  * 'hr 's i !  con.tr i l t  (Lu1l. i l \ i  i l l
. . h r l ' . , c , r t . , , 1 l ,  l l : . , r r ' , r i . , t i  l ' , . , r r r
r i rc '  plarr ' t .  st i l l  ; , : r r ls rr  r l r i r  r lc,  r t  : r i r , r ,  rr
evrJi  dirr ' ;  srrrourr, i i , r i  t l r (  rr t  t ' i  rnrr j t r '
, . . . , 1 , , . , . r . , , r r  . , , . i r , . i ' r  . .  i . . 1 ,
f a f l , , r ' ! r l i r  ! :  .  l n r r i  i r i r j ,  r , r r , r r p r i r , ' t :  , r ' . : t ,  r  r , r t
; , 1 !  i h i ,  r l l . i  r i i l i l . , . ' i r  , i i , , ' , i , r i t . i l r  L ,
i i i i i )P{rr  r l l  i \ .  f f ! l i . r i i1. i  r r ;  i .  r ,  l t  r  rr t r l { rr
that toohrrr i r  |1.r .es l l i i l , , . r  ;  r lLrrnr.  lu lr
r tol  ihc i i i . : . .h.r . i r :

G . , , l i n f  , r r  s r . r ! ( ' . i  r 1 - r  l r r r r l r r . , ,  i i l . ,
* t r i rg inr.  . r  Bir t l i  onr.r i ,  sui t ,  j ,u i i i r r , :  ,  ' , r
. i , ) ihe:r  ih: ! i .k ! t r- i  l r f l , ( .

' ' . U r t . , r , , ,  r ' r , r , , 1  .  . r ,  . . , ,  L ,  ' i , ( ,
i  { rcL'  I  l r rr i -  i i  g l ts (  : ls i , .  r  r , r ,  I  r ' r , : i t i  i  i r r .
: in l t lor l ) , r1. : i l r [et i i ] r ts.  c r l : , i r r  \ l r ,  r l r , . ,
r " r . r  i , , ,  '  ' r '  l  l  ,  ' , "  r r '  r '  I

" i l , , " i  . ' . r '
\ ! i l ) r r i . , ,  I  r ( ' l i ( l x d o r  l i  r ,  h . , r  i ,  I  i :

rvhtt t  s lr t  t ,  l ic i i l l r  ' i t . r  t , r I  r ,  rrr  rrrr i l i , : , , . r
hrrrvcv.r :  r i  i l l  1, . '  hcigh(rk, l , l i l r I , roe, i l l i
i . ,  r r r *  o l  - , . ' . r . l l ,  r , , . , l l  n l ' ,  I l ' . , r .  , i l .  .
rn ul lmist t l i . ' i '1 ' r  noi t  oi  r  l  rour l l rotr t l r  i r
i lc lu. lcs a t i "r  l i ( l i r l r , . , rurr  I  nrr( ,r ,  . rs rrusr
Bqlbcr rr lhurrrs. lo.  th. ,  Llrr ' lcr  l . icts rrnr. .
l ionr r  ren utrrL, i , l t r , r i ,h icr i  fhe,.

ID th! ' t i t le !( t r) i r .  : iu lrs lr .  l l . r r f ,  r  rr ler
t h e  n c a s r t . , r l , t . r , 1 ,  1 ) ( r s o n . r l  l ( ) 5 r .  t l
' ' : jcreinr. 's l t  c l rror) ielcs i r  l r r , : : r  , r i  Frr ,
h l t s .  s u l t . , , i  r v h i e h  r r t n r , r i r r s u  i l l  t  t , . . -
r i r t r i .  , , " r r , . r ' , , r  l . r  |  1 , , _ N l i  ' , ,  _  1 ,

. , , ' ' l ' , , ' ,  r .  . , . - . i . r .  r '  . , . , 1 r .  
" l  L ' .

aj l1, t '  i . .ef  . - f  . i .  l ' lL) t  t . r . r ion:,  r i  l ( r I i r : i l l l I
Le:: t  rni  ' r i  rhi : r  s,rr [ r , l  , . . ] l  r i r lL i l {ui . I  , ,

rssuret l  thrrr  ih( j r  sonit i .  r ,  :n i  i i r  LJr(

" r . J  
i ' r q .  ' .  ' r '  i r  :  . '  , r  ' r 1  ,  "  :

i lar l rpr '5 l i i  .  h! 'n(f  ih!  L .rr l i i i l l  l r rrrr i i ' . ,1
thrt  tnr. l t  l l i . , -  rhc r t l l  i  r r \ i  dr, l l ; ,n,  l ) r , l l

' ' le i th,  I  \ r(  ) i  r l ,  I  hr l1r iL r  rr4r r  i i  i t l r  I  I  r : r t .
.  r l  l , . t f l  '  I  l r : r ' ,  . ^  r , l  , ' r ,  r l ,  

"  ,  l " '  ' , :

i i m t ' r . . . .  I . L . l t r ' i '  i  r j r c  i i  I  i l r ' . , , 1 1 ' u ! ' r  |  ! , ' !
ttrrt r..roo

' l i s l r r t e  I  r .  , r s r i 1 : r l " ,  r , r r ; r ' r , i , r r .
e J d s ] l l r L . , : r . t r c . r r i r t r : ' . : i r  u ' L , r t l r ,  ; , ' ,  l r  t i
L r r g c h c n 1 1 i , .  l r l i n q r , , 1 , r ' r  1 , r , ,  r h , r
u s , l l  l r r r r i ,  r . r l , r , , t r t r r l r .  r s . , i  - l  l L r ! , 1 ' r  1 ,  r

A 1 o n ; r h ' , ' , r .  i r r r , - . f  I , i \ , r ' , , !

l , . r r f l t i i r u l  l r l . ' l i . . l r ,  i t h i , ' , ' r , , , l , . , r i

l r r i , r J . ' l h r  r  i r L . ,  l L : r 1  1 "  i r ' ' , i  . r ! , , i  !  . r  , .
, . i ' 1 i 1 , 1 , s 1 1 y j ,  ' l i , :  '  

'

A r r t ' ! l \ i l i l i l r  r r i , ' r : , : '  l l , i  r i L , , L l r . r
L l i r ! i l f r i l ) f ( , i . \ \ l r , , , l r t L l  i , r ' , - u , , ,  . . ' ,

i l , . ' . ,  ! r ,  I  i l l r i  i i ,  I  r , : r r , i , , r r  l , l l  I  r . . , . , . , , , :
. i , . , '  . . .  . t ' r 1 . ,
' i t , l l

' . \ f - t t r : t  1)o. !1 a \ i  r r l i  I  t  0r i r  i r  t t r ' r i , .  i , ,
, r i rpi{*1 to l l , rof( ,r j r  ei f  i i . r l ,  ; r  \ l  ( \ . ' ,  \
show arfL' l . l  ! { j t fcf( l i i rn i l  . rs , .1rnr1, l , r r ,  '1, ,

solal ou.. rriit s !rri'b,rf-
l i l t i r r t ruutr1t : ! r ' - -  : i . i l , .  r  r i r r . r , r  r . , I

i l is |ui( '  $. i lh . i  I ' t i : , inr: : i  .L:  ' i  L i  r t .  r  i  st  h!  L
r1.:oplr .

' 'Frr  i r - , '  r  rr i :h i  ' r ,  r l .  .  |  . l i ,  l t ,  ,  . .1 r .  r ' .
: l { , ! i !s.  \ , r1r 1.r i ,^,  ho\,  r l . r i l l rLr,r ! :  ih r i
i i .  { !gei  is.  i  i rqrrni .  ' l r :  r r t rr i i , r rr  Jr r i  . ,  i i
i : r 'ept ' i , t r  r t1,  . . .

' l t o , , , .  r r l . l s  t i u L ' t r . , . p . : r l  i , r 1  | , , , r  r i t , .
, i i i s l i i l c r a , i  : o r u e  f r i r i , .  i l . -  i L , r r ' r u , r r , ,
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